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FSC travel and recreational program 

 
1.0 Introduction:  This Fishers Soccer Club (FSC) Policies and Procedures Manual 

provides the policies, rules, and guidelines for the coach, manager, and team parent 

selections, responsibilities and behavior.  To specifically promote one of the FSC 

program goals, this section of the manual provides outline training directives for coaches 

to support the FSC player development philosophy.  These directives are provided to 

maintain a consistent, systematic approach for coaching within FSC.  Additionally, it 

provides the responsibilities for appropriate team management of both travel and 

recreational teams. 

 

 

NOTE 

This manual supports the recreational and travel division coaching requirements.  In 

either division, no more than one head coach and one assistant coach will be authorized.  

However, in the travel division, team trainers may be added as coaches on the roster as 

required. 

 

This manual is also to be used in conjunction with the online curriculum designed for the 

appropriate age group.  Access to the online curriculum can be obtained from the Travel 

Director and Recreational Director. 

 

Questions regarding the FSC policies, rules and guidelines should be directed to 

policies@fisherssc.org.  Any issues not addressed by the FSC policies, rules and 

guidelines or  Indiana Youth Soccer (IYS) are governed by the rules, policies and 

procedures of the United States Youth Soccer Association (USYSA) and the United 

States Soccer Federation (USSF).) 

 

1.1 FSC Relationships and Organization:  FSC is a member of the Indiana Youth 

Soccer (IYS) organization, and participates in the Central Indiana Youth Soccer League 

(CIYSL) for boyôs games, the Greater Indianapolis Regional League of Soccer (GIRLS) 

for girlôs games, and the Indiana Soccer League (ISL).  As of Fall 2005, IYS introduced 

the ISL as the highest competition level division for teams U13 and older, with future 

plans to introduce this concept to younger age groups.  This relationship is shown in the 

following figure.  
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Figure 1.  FSC Relationships 

 
FSC is organized into two major divisions, a Recreational division and a Travel division, 

and is headed by a board of directors.  Each division utilizes one or more directors and 

several commissioners to coordinate the administration of the divisions and all of their 

teams.  The FSC organization is illustrated in the following figure.  Designated 

individuals for each position within FSC can be found on the FSC web site at 

http://www.fisherssc.org.   
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Figure 2.  FSC Organization 

 

1.2 Playing Seasons.  The FSC soccer year consists of two seasons, a fall season and a 

spring season.  The fall season usually begins in August and ends in October for both the 

Recreational and Travel divisions.  For the spring season, the Recreational division 

normally begins in April and ends in May, and the Travel division begins in March and 

ends in June. 

 

1.3  FSC Travel Tryouts.  FSC Player tryouts will be in accordance with the FSC Tryout 

and Registration policy.  The FSC Travel Director, within the parameters dictated by 

IYS, set tryout dates, times and locations.  Generally, tryouts will be held during the first 

or second week of June for ages U9-U14.  Coaches and trainers evaluate the skills of the 

candidates.  No unauthorized person (parents, relatives, coaches not evaluating players 

and team managers) will be permitted in the try-out area during the try-out periods.  The 

Travel Director and head trainer have final approval of all rosters.  The tryouts are 

conducted and teams posted in accordance with the FSC Tryout and Registration policy.  

The Tryout and Registration policy will be updated, if required, and posted to the FSC 

web site by 1 May of each year. 

 

1.4 Game Locations.  Recreational division games are played at various school and park 

locations throughout Fishers.  These locations will vary between seasons based upon field 

availability and allocation.  The team practice and game schedule will specify the field 

location and field number for each practice and game. Travel division games are 

normally played at Cumberland Park, but will also be played at the New Hope facility 

(126
th
 & Brooks School Road) and at Hamilton Southeastern High School (HSE) 
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14 Commissioners 
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Age Group Commissioners 
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U9/U10, U11/U12, and U13/U14 

 

 

Travel Teams 
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facilities.  Maps to all playing field locations can be found on the FSC web site at 

http://www.fisherssc.org. 

 

 

2.0  Responsibilities and Duties of the coach and assistant coach:   
The coach and assistant coaches are responsible to FSC and each player on the roster to: 

 

¶ Maintain team discipline and good conduct at all times.  

¶ Promote and develop team play.  

¶ Use fairness and impartiality in the personal treatment of players.  

¶ Improve and expand the soccer knowledge in all positions and refining the 

skills of each player.  

 

2.1.  HEAD COACH.  Each head coach is responsible for the training, development and 

game play for each rostered player on his or her team and for the well being of all players 

during each scheduled game and practice.  Each head coach must follow the guidelines, 

rules and general policies of FSC, promote and employ the coaching and player 

development philosophies of FSC, and strive to enhance player skills while maintaining 

and/or enhancing player self-esteem.  

 
Specific Responsibilities and Duties:  Each head coach is responsible for the following 

items.  Some of the coachôs responsibilities/duties can be delegated to the team manager 

or team parent as required/appropriate.  However, the head coach is ultimately 

responsible for ensuring that all items are addressed. See sections 9.0 through 9.4 & 10.0 

through 10.37 for further guidelines in regards to team responsibilities. 

 

1. Receiving the initial team roster and game schedule from the FSC age group 

commissioner or travel registrar and notifying the parent or guardian of each player 

about the team, its practice and game schedule and the coachesô specific goals and 

philosophies within the time schedule requested by FSC recreational or travel 

director.  It is recommended that the head coach, age group trainer director and 

manager convene an initial team meeting at least 2 weeks prior to the beginning of 

the season with players and parents to: 

 

a. Introduce coaches, assigned trainer(s) and team manager, 

b. Express his or her goals and philosophies,  

c. Explain the parentsô role and the playersô responsibilities (attendance, etc.) 

d. Seek parent/guardian volunteers for the team parent/manager or assistant 

coach positions as necessary.  

 

2. Maintaining the current team roster, including the name, address, telephone number, 

and playerôs parent or guardianôs contact information (email address, home phone, 

work phone, etc.).  This responsibility includes notifying the appropriate FSC age 

http://www.fisherssc.org/
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group commissioner when a playerôs parent/guardian indicates that the rostered 

player will no longer play with the team. No child may participate at a practice or 

game without being registered either with the FSC rec or travel division. 
 

3. Notify each playerôs parents/guardian of game or practice cancellation and/or 
rescheduling.  The designated team parent or manager can also do this. 

 

4. Report of game information and statistics, conduct, etc., in the manner and time 

frames required by FSC policy. 

 

5. Attend, or ensure that the assistant coach attends each practice and scheduled game. 

For the travel division, all practices, including those run by the team trainers are to be 

attended by both coaches. 

 

6. Attend all FSC coaches meetings and coaches training sessions/clinics. 

 

7. Ensure that players and their parents or guardians respect and properly maintain the 

property and equipment of FSC, as well as the playing or practice fields used by FSC. 

 

8. Ensure that players and their parents or guardians display proper attitude and conduct 

during practices and games, and indicate appropriate respect for referees and other 

soccer officials. 

 

9. Ensure that the practice and game fields are safe for play, including inspecting the 

goals, goal anchors/sandbags, and playing surface for debris or holes/ruts. 

 

10. Support the FSC policies, rules, guidelines and philosophies and the decisions made 

by the FSC Board. 

 

11. Adhere to the FSC, IYSA and USYSA Coaches Codes of Conduct.  The Coachesô 

Code of Conduct adopted by FSC can be found as an attachment to this manual or 

online at www.fisherssc.org. 

 

2.2 ASSISTANT COACH.  Similar to the head coach, the assistant coach is responsible 

for the training, development and game play for each rostered player on his or her team 

and for the well being of all players during each scheduled game and practice.  Each 

assistant coach must follow the guidelines, rules and policies of FSC, promote the FSC 

philosophies, and strive to enhance player skills while maintaining and/or enhancing 

player self-esteem. 

 

Specific Responsibilities and Duties.  The following provides a core list of 

responsibilities and duties for assistant coaches.  Additional duties may be assigned to 
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assistant coaches by the teamôs head coach as required to assist with the head coaching 

duties. 

 

1. Act on the head coachôs behalf in the absence of the head coach at a practice or game. 

In the event that the head coach can no longer continue as head coach of his team, the 

assistant coach will be placed in that position for the remainder of the season.  Any 

positional changes will be decided by the age appropriate commissioner and travel 

director. 

 

2. Perform duties delegated to the assistant coach by the head coach. 

 

3. Attend all FSC coaches meetings and coaches training sessions/player clinics. 

 

4. Ensure that players and their parents or guardians display proper attitude and conduct 

during practices and games, and indicate appropriate respect for referees and other 

soccer officials. 

 

5. Ensure that players and their parents or guardians respect and properly maintain the 

property and equipment of FSC, as well as the playing or practice fields used by FSC. 

 

6. Ensure that players and their parents or guardians show proper decorum during 

practices and games and indicate appropriate respect for referees and other soccer 

officials. 

 

7. Support the training and development of each player. 

 

8. Maintain team discipline and good conduct at all times. 

 

9. Use fairness and impartiality in the personal development of players. 

 

10. Improve and expand the soccer knowledge and refining the skills of each player. 

 

11. Abide by the final decision of the head coach on a matter within the duties and 

responsibilities of the head coach so long as that decision is consistent with the 

policies and philosophies of the FSC and the IYSA. 

 

12. Support FSC policies, rules, guidelines and philosophies and the decisions made by 

the FSC Board. 

 

13. Adhere to the FSC, IYS and USYSA Coaches Code of Conduct.  
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3.0  Coaching Guidelines. 
 

3.1  Coaching Guidelines  The major objective of recreational or travel soccer is for the 

players to have fun while learning and refining basic soccer, team and sportsmanship 

skills.  The following directives/guidelines are provided to assist coaches in achieving 

this objective:  

 

a. Conduct - Coaches are role models for players and parents.  Coach behavior on the 

sidelines and practice field is very important.  Conversations with officials should be 

cordial and respectful before, during and after the game.  Foul language and misconduct 

will  not be tolerated.  Please refer to Section 8.0 for the Coaches Code of Conduct. 

 

b. Game Rules ï Coaches should be familiar with the rules of soccer, including the 

Indiana Youth Soccer Association rules.  Rules of the game can be found at 

www.fisherssc.org. or www.indianayouthsoccer.org. 

 

c. Player Safety ï Coaches must instruct players about safe techniques and methods of 

play. 

 

d. Player Control and Discipline ï Coaches must supervise and control players to avoid 

injury situations.  

 

e. Player Development ï Use positive reinforcement with players as much as possible 

instead of punishment or negative comments.  Further note that players recognize and 

respond to positive and negative body languages of coaches.  Develop the playerôs 

appreciation of the game; while keeping winning and losing in proper perspective.  Be 

sensitive to a playerôs developmental needs and conduct practice in a spirit of enjoyment 

and learning. 

 

3.2  Player and Team Development and Resources. 

 

Developmental Goals ï While the major objective of recreational and travel soccer is for 

the players to have fun, it is important that individual and team soccer skills be learned as 

well.  Basic training and team skills objectives can be found on our web site 

www.fisherssc.org or at www.indianayouthsoccer.org. 

 

Training Resources ï From time-to-time, recreational division coaches will be offered 

the opportunity to participate in club-sponsored clinics.  These clinics may include 

participation from players as well as coaches to allow coaches to practice what they learn.  

Educational clinics and coaching courses, when sponsored by FSC, will be posted on the 

web site at www.fisherssc.org.   
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Online Training Curriculum  ï FSC is making available to all travel coaches the online 

coaching curriculum.  This curriculum is available through the club web site at 

http://www.fisherssc.org, and access to the coaching curriculum is obtained by contacting 

the travel director.  FSC plans to provide an online recreational division curriculum in the 

near future. 

 

Other resources that may be helpful can be found on the IYS website at 

http://www.indianayouthsoccer.org.  They offer on line coaching classes for Recreational 

Coaches, such as Youth Module 1 for our Division A, B and C; Youth Module 2 for our 

Division D and E, and Youth Technical Course for our Divisions F and G.  

 

For the Travel Division, IYS lists all licensing courses and locations on their web site. 

Contact the Travel Director for additional information or assistance in locating a course.  

 

4.0  Qualifications of Recreational and Travel Program Coaches. 
 

4.1  Qualifications.  In order to be considered for selection as a head coach or assistant 

coach for a recreational or travel team, a candidate must meet the following criteria  

 

a. Be willing to allocate the appropriate time each season required for the coordination 

of team activities, run practices and attend all games, including winter indoor 

training.  

b. Submit to and pass a criminal background check.  

c. Commit to and attend required FSC coaches training sessions/meetings.  

d. Commit to coaching a recreational/travel team according to this manual and other 

applicable FSC policies, philosophies, and coaching guidelines. 

e. Have no FSC parent or coaches code of conduct violations for which you were 

removed from your coaching position by the FSC Board. 

f. Have no more than one FSC parent or coaches code of conduct violation for which an 

official warning, reprimand or game suspension was issued by the FSC Board. 

g. Have achieved the minimum licensing/certification requirements as outlined below in 

Section 4.2.   

h. If not currently certified, have committed to achieving certification within the playing 

year.  

 

4.2  Licensing.  IYS has set forth coach licensing standards as guidelines for all member 

clubs.  We at FSC are committed to establishing and maintaining a core group of 

qualified coaches to ensure that our club continues to offer the most advantageous 

experience for all of our players.  While the IYS sets recommended guidelines, FSC may 

require more advanced licensing than is recommended, depending upon the specific team 

and situation.  IYS minimum coaching standards can be found at 

http://www.indianayouthsoccer.org. 
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As a minimum, all coaches in the recreational division are highly encouraged to 

participate in the FSC offered coaching clinics.  Additionally, we highly recommend all 

rec coaches attend the no-cost IYS Youth Module.   

 

All coaches in the Travel division are required to achieve at least the IYS E license 

certification for age groups U9-U14.  It is highly recommended that all coaches achieve 

the IYS D certification for age groups U13 and higher. 

 

4.3  Selection. 

 

a.  Head coaches - The following shall be the procedure for selecting head coaches in the 

recreational and travel divisions: 

 

i. Head coaches will be selected from the pool of parents who have 

volunteered to coach for the pertinent season and who meet the 

minimum qualifications stated in Section 4.1 above and have achieved 

certification as stated in Section 4.2 above.  

ii.  If there are not enough head coach volunteers, assistant coach volunteers 

who meet the minimum qualifications stated in Section 4.1 above will be 

asked by the age group commissioner to assume a head coach position. 

iii.  If the head coaching position remains unfilled after qualified assistant 

coach volunteers have been approached about assuming a head coach 

position, those parents  who meet the minimum qualifications of Section 

4.1 above will be asked to a assume a head coach position. 

iv. If no qualified volunteer has been identified for a particular team in the 

Rec division, the parents/guardian of the players on that team will be 

notified that unless at least one parent volunteers as the coach of that 

team, the team may be disbanded.  In the Travel division, if a qualified 

parent coach is not identified, a full time team trainer will be appointed. 

v. The final decision about any head coaching position shall be made by the 

FSC Recreational Director(s) or Travel Director, with consultation from 

the FSC Head Trainer as required. 

 

b.  Assistant coaches - The following shall be the procedure for selecting assistant       

recreational and travel team coaches: 

i. Assistant coaches will be selected from the pool of parents or guardians 

who have volunteered to be an assistant coach for the pertinent season 

and who meet the minimum qualifications stated in Section 4.1 above.  

ii.  If there are no assistant coach volunteers, those parents of registered 

recreational players who meet the minimum qualifications stated in 

Section 4.1 above will be asked to assume an assistant coach position.  In 

this situation, the head coach of a team may request volunteers from 
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parents/guardians of registered players on his or her team roster and 

submit those parent/guardian names and their qualifications to the rec 

appropriate age group commissioner or Travel director for approval 

iii.  The final decision about any assistant coaching position shall be made by 

the FSC Recreational Director(s) or Travel Director, obtaining 

consultation from the FSC Head Trainer as required. 

 

5.0  Uniform and Equipment 
 

5.1 Coaches Uniforms.  FSC will issue each head and assistant coach one FSC shirt to 

be worn at each practice and game through out the year.  If additional shirts are desired, 

coaches should contact their rec age group commissioner or travel uniform coordinator, 

for purchasing information. 

 

Coaches are to wear the provided FSC apparel at all practices, games, and related 

functions. 

 

5.2  Team Equipment.  Each coach and/or red select trainer for a designated team, will 

be provided a coaching bag with scrimmage jerseys, cones and similar equipment.  In 

addition to coaching materials, each coach will receive a medical first aid kit.  It is the 

coachôs responsibility to inform their age group commissioner when their coaching 

equipment or medical supply inventory needs to be replenished. 

 

5.3  Player Equipment.  Coaches should remind players of the following for each 

practice and game: 

 

¶ To wear shin guards and soccer footwear to practices and games. 

¶ To bring drinking water to games and practices in order to prevent dehydration. 

¶ To bring the appropriate size soccer ball to games and practices. 

 

V U4 - U6  = Size 3 

V U7 ï U11 = Size 4 

V U12 and older = Size 5 

 

6.0  Practices, Games and Field Responsibility  
 

6.1  Schedules and Locations.  Recreational Head coaches will be issued rosters and 

their team game/practice schedule by their age group commissioner at least two weeks 

prior to the beginning of the fall and spring seasons.  Teams are expected to practice and 

play at the locations and dates listed on the game schedules.  All games are played 

against other FSC recreational teams. 
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Travel practice fields and locations will be emailed to the coaches and managers by the 

travel director prior to the beginning of each season.  One representative from the travel 

team is required to attend the CIYSL/GIRLS/ISL preseason meeting to receive their 

game schedule. The meeting takes place roughly 4 weeks before the start of the season.  

Date and times will be emailed to the coaches and managers by the travel director or FSC 

age group commissioner. 

 

 

6.2  Weather Related Game or Practice Delays/Cancellations.   For information about 

rec game cancellations or rec/travel practice cancellations, please call the weather line at 

317-767-1476 or log on to the Fishers Soccer Club website at: http://www.fisherssc.org.   

 

For travel division games, only the club or the referees on-site can cancel games.  Travel 

games are played in all weather, including snow, sleet and extreme heat.  Referees and 

club officials may cancel a game due to lightning and/or field conditions, but under no 

circumstances will the safety of the players be compromised.  No coach or other team 

official may cancel a game.  If a game is cancelled by anyone other than the on-site 

referees or the club, a rescheduling fee will be imposed by CIYSL/GIRLS/ISL. 

 

6.3  Game Rescheduling.   If recreational games are cancelled, they will be rescheduled 

as determined by the Recreational Director(s).  Travel teams will need to contact the 

visiting team and follow the guidelines under Game Rescheduling Procedures found in 

Section 10.14. 

 

6.4  Game Play.  For recreational and U9-U11 travel age groups, coaches should rotate 

players so that each player has a comparable length of play time.  Furthermore; players 

should be rotated in different positions in order to give them experience needed to play 

all positions.  In preparation for high school soccer, the U12-U14 age groups are 

encouraged to train players in multiple positions, but it is also recognized that by U12 a 

player has begun the transition to a preferred position and that specific training for that 

position may be warranted.  

 

7.0  Safety Procedures and Policies 

 
The following FSC player safety policies must be followed by recreational and travel 

team coaches.  Safety procedures and policies are reviewed and updated on a continuing 

basis.  Refer to the FSC web site at http://www.fisherssc.org to obtain the latest 

information. 
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7.1  Weather Conditions.  If lightning is sighted during a practice or game, coaches 

must escort all players off the field to a sheltered area as quickly as possible.  You must 

wait at least 30 minutes from the last lightning/thunder before returning to the field.  

Severe weather guidelines can be found on our web site at http://www.fisherssc.org. 

 

7.2  Player Accountability.  At the conclusion of games and practices, coaches must 

ensure that they never leave any player unattended at the field or parking lot, whether 

from their team or a different team.   

 

7.3  Player Equipment.  Coaches must inspect player equipment. Shin guards and 

soccer-appropriate footwear must be worn at all times during practice and at games. 

Baseball cleats, football cleats, flip-flops and similar footwear are not qualified footwear 

and should not be allowed. 

 

7.4  Field Safety.  Coaches should inspect the playing field to make sure it is in safe 

condition for playing and practicing.  This includes ensuring that goals are staked or 

sandbagged to prevent movement or tipping, and making sure that the field is clear of 

debris such as glass, sharp objects, holes or ruts that could endanger a player. 

 

7.5  Jewelry.  Jewelry is not to be worn during practice or games.  This is applicable to 

both girls and boys.  Jewelry includes, but is not limited to, hair clips, earrings, rings, 

watches, bracelets, necklaces, anklets, and any other body jewelry. 

 

7.6  Casts and Splints.  Casts and splints may be worn, if padded and/or appropriately 

wrapped such that they do not constitute a hazard to the player or others.  Knee braces 

should be checked for any part that might cut or otherwise injure another player.  For 

games, the referees will have the final say in determining if a player can play with the 

cast or splint. 

 

7.7  Eyewear.  Eye glasses and goggles may be worn, but it is strongly recommended 

that they be secured with an appropriate strap. 

 

7.8  Dehydration.  All players should be reminded to bring water to practices and games 

in order to prevent dehydration.  Especially during the summer months, water breaks 

should be provided during practices on a more frequent basis.  For game situations where 

it is extremely hot and humid, coaches should ask the referees about game time water 

breaks. 

 

8.0  Coaches Conduct for both Recreational and Travel Program 
 

FSC has adopted the IYS coaching Code of Conduct as the basis for all coaching 

standards within FSC. 

 

http://www.fisherssc.org/
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8.1 Code of Conduct.  Coaches are expected to abide by the following principles: 

 

ü Coaches are to be punctual and prepared for all practices and games. 

ü Coaches are to show respect for their players, the opposing players and 

opposing coaches. 

ü Coaches must encourage safe methods of play. 

ü Coaches must not use abusive or profane language. 

ü Coaches must be gracious in victory and dignified in defeat. 

ü Coaches must not talk to fans, opposing players, or opposing coaches 

during games except to offer congratulations or assistance. 

ü Coaches who coach from the sidelines should be positive. 

ü Coaches must use positive reinforcement of players whenever possible 

and refrain from criticizing players in front of others.  

ü Coaches must not argue with or act in a disrespectful manner to referees or 

other soccer officials. 

ü Coaches should never act in a manner that would cause their ejection from 

a game.   

ü Coaches are prohibited from using tobacco, alcohol and non-prescription 

drugs during all practices and games.  Such behavior will result in the 

coach being immediately removed from his or her coaching position. 

ü Coaches must not engage in improper conduct or relationships with 

players.  Such behavior will result in the coach being immediately 

removed from his or her coaching position.  

ü Coaches must abide by the rules and regulations of IYS and the United 

States Youth Soccer Association (USYSA).  (For IYSA rules and codes of 

conduct see http://www.indianayouthsoccer.org.  For USYSA rules and 

codes of conduct see http://usyouthsoccer.org.) 

 

8.2  Violations of the Code of Conduct.  The FSC Board may remove a coach at any 

time from his or her coaching position without cause.  In addition, if a coach is 

determined, by the Board, to have violated the Code of Conduct, the FSC Board must 

consider imposing the appropriate penalty, including warning, reprimand, suspension, or 

removal.  Violations of the Coaches Code of Conduct may be brought to the attention of 

the FSC Board by a parent, a fellow coach, opposing team coaches, a referee or other 

soccer official. 

 

The following infractions, though not totally inclusive, are considered violations of the 

Code of Conduct and the FSC Board shall impose the penalty stated.  A coach who is in 

violation of the Code of Conduct for player, coach, referee or linesman harassment shall 

be suspended from attending the teamôs next two games.  If there are no more games 

during the season in which the violation occurred, the suspension shall carry over to the 

next season. 
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a.  Player Abuse.  If the FSC Board receives three (3) validated complaints of player 

abuse about a coach, the coach shall be removed from his or her coaching position for 

one full year.  After the one year suspension, the coach may petition the FSC Board for 

reinstatement. 

 

b.  Alcohol and Non-Prescription Drug Use.  Coaches using alcohol or non-

prescription drugs immediately prior to or during a game or practice shall be expelled 

from participation in the Fishers Soccer Club immediately and not be allowed to re-enter 

the FSC soccer program. 

 

c.  Improper Conduct or Player Relationship.  Coaches who been determined to have 

an improper player relationship or who have conducted themselves in an improper 

manner shall be expelled from participation in the Fishers Soccer Club, including 

immediate removal from his or her coaching position.  

 

d.  Other Violations.  For violations of the Code of Conduct other than those previously 

listed, the FSC Board shall impose an appropriate penalty including, but not limited to 

warning, reprimand, suspension, and removal from coaching position, or program 

expulsion. 
 
9.0  Managing Recreational Teams with the Team Parent.  The recreational 

team head coach is responsible for organization and management of the team, as well as 

communications with each team family.  However, the head coach may request that the 

designated team parent support any or all of the following responsibilities and duties. 

 
9.1  Team Roster.  The team roster will be provided by FSC to the head coach.  The 

designated team parent can use it to coordinate snack schedules, team pictures, and other 

team activities and correspondence. 

 

9.2  Post-Game Snacks and Team Events.  Recreational division teams normally have a 

post-game snack consisting of a drink and snack food for each player.  A snack schedule 

should be created for each parent/guardian to allow them opportunity to provide a snack.  

Both the coach and team parent should be aware of any food allergies on their team.  
The designated team parent may organize a post-season team party** , or similar event as 

agreed upon by the majority of the team parents/guardians. 

 

**It should be noted that team parties are not considered official FSC team events, and 

are therefore not covered by the soccer insurance policy.   

 

9.3  Monitor ing Parents and Coaches.  The designated team parent should assist with 

controlling parent/guardian/relative behavior during games and practices so that the 

playing environment is positive and conducive to player growth and education and in 

fostering the ideals of fair play and good sportsmanship.  
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Furthermore, the designated team parent is responsible for reporting to the FSC age group 

commissioner any parent/guardian/relative or coach behavior that impedes the creation of 

a positive player environment, maintaining fair play or in exhibiting good sportsmanship, 

or otherwise violates the Coaches Code of Conduct.  This includes ensuring that the 

coach does not argue, demean, threaten, or physically assault a referee or player. 

 

9.4  Weather-Related Delays or Cancellations.  The designated team parent should 

assist the head coach with ensuring that all players/parents know about game or practice 

cancellations and reschedules.  

 

FSC may reschedule the game, depending upon the time of season, field availability, and 

referee availability.  If the game can be rescheduled, FSC will provide the reschedule 

information to the head coach.  The designated team parent should coordinate with the 

head coach to ensure that all parents/guardians are informed of the reschedule. 

 

10.0 Managing Travel Teams with the Team Manager.   
The FSC Travel Division Team Manager has significant roles in assisting the coaches 

with the administration of the travel team.  General duties of the team manager may 

include, but are not limited to, the list below.  The team managerôs duties shall not 

include training and development of players.  Further detail of each listed item is 

provided in subsequent paragraphs, as well additional information needed to administer 

the travel team successfully. 

 

The coach, assistant coach and manager should discuss and determine how to divide 

the responsibilities outlined below. 

 

V FSC liaison 

V Ensure team and player registration 

V Coordinate block-out dates 

V Attend CIYSL and/or GIRLS and/or ISL coach/manager league meeting 

V Coordinate and maintain player passes, medical waivers, and birth certificates 

V Retain current copies of the official team roster 

V Coordinate team player uniforms 

V Create and disperse team practice and game schedules 

V Organize/coordinate team volunteers 

V Coordinate game documentation and payment of referees 

V Monitor coach and parent behavior 

V Coordinate team tournaments 

V Organize team events 
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10.1  FSC Liaison.  The team manager is the primary FSC liaison for all team 

administrative issues.  The team manager should maintain contact data for the 

specific age group commissioner and travel director, and communicate with them as 

required.  The team manager is also the first level of FSC administration for parent 

inquiries and issues. 

 

10.2  League Team Registration.  All teams must be registered with a league (CIYSL, 

GIRLS, ISL) in order to play.  If not accomplished by the playerôs parent/guardian 

during FSC on-line registration, the team manager ensures that the team and player 

information are appropriately submitted to the FSC Registrar.  On-line registration 

information will be handed out at tryouts and can be found on our web site at 

http://www.fisherssc.org.  

 

10.3  IYS Player Registration.  The FSC Registrar will register all players with IYS.  

Managers should assist the registrar with collecting the appropriate information from 

their team players, such as a copy of each playerôs birth certificate and a recent 

photograph for the player pass or any other incomplete data.  

 

10.4  Block-Out Dates.  The head coach and team manager should coordinate and 

determine which weekend dates will be submitted as ñblock-out datesò.  Block-out 

dates are used as no play dates to allow teams to participate in tournaments, or for 

other dates where several team members may not be available (prom, SAT tests, etc) 

so that teams do not have to play short-handed.  Refer to the tournaments section for 

more information on locating tournaments and their dates.  The number of block-out 

dates allowed can vary from season to season.  You will be notified by the registrar 

as to the number allowed for CIYSL and GIRLS.  The number of block-out dates for 

ISL can be found prior to registration at www.indianasoccerleague.com. The FSC 

Travel Director and/or FSC Registrar will request this information several weeks in 

advance of the beginning of each season to allow each team sufficient time to 

determine and submit their block-out dates.  The FSC Registrar will then submit the 

information to the appropriate league (CIYSL/GIRLS/ISL) for scheduling during 

league team registration.  

 

10.5  League Meetings.  One representative of the team needs to attend the annual 

league coaches/managers meeting held by Central Indiana Youth Soccer League 

(CIYSL) for boyôs teams, and the Greater Indianapolis Region League of Soccer 

(GIRLS) for girlôs teams and/or the Indiana Soccer League (ISL).  The meetings are 

held prior to the fall season in August and prior to the spring season in February or 

March.  The CIYSL and the GIRLS meetings are usually held at the same location, 

although at different times.  At these meetings, the teamôs schedule is provided, as 

well as discussions on the league rules and any rule changes, as well as other 

information such as the age group league commissioners list, referee reports and 

game reports.   

http://www.indianasoccerleague.com/
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10.6  Player Passes.  Upon approval of the team and player registrations, IYS will issue 

an official state team roster, along with USYSA player passes, to the FSC Registrar.  

The FSC Registrar will send the player passes to the team manager who will obtain 

player pictures and signatures for each player pass.  Once all passes are signed and 

pictures adhered, the manager coordinates with the FSC Registrar for official club 

signature.  The FSC Registrar will sign each card and return the player passes to the 

manager for lamination.  Managers need to make sure that the player passes do not 

get laminated until the FSC Registrar has signed them and pictures have been placed 

on the appropriate spot.  It is recommended that all player passes for a team be hole 

punched and attached together with a clasp ring or similar device and kept with the 

team roster and medical waiver forms.  Player passes are required for each player 

in order to participa te in a game.  If a player should move or quit during a season, 

the player pass will need to be returned to the FSC Registrar.  

 

NOTE 

Player passes may be withheld or revoked by the FSC Registrar if the player has 

outstanding financial obligations to the Club for registration, training, or uniform 

fees.  If player passes are withheld or revoked, the player will be ineligible to 

participate in practices and games. 

 

10.7  Medical Waiver Forms.  The team manager ensures that each player has a 

complete medical waiver form, and is brought to each game and practice.  The form 

can be found on the FSC web site at http://www.fisherssc.org.  Any time players are 

participating in a team practice or game, the Medical Waiver/Release forms for each 

player must be in the possession of the coach leading the team practice or in the 

possession of the coach or team manager at the game.  Notarization is required and 

will last for the one year term.  No Photocopies allowed. 
  

10.8  Team Roster.  The team manager retains copies of the official state team roster, 

including the name, address, telephone number, and parent/guardian email addresses 

and home/work phone numbers.  The manager should also notify the FSC Travel 

Commissioner and Travel Director when a player or his or her parent/guardian 

indicates that the rostered player will no longer play with the team.  No player may 

be added to the team roster unless an appropriate try-out has occurred and the 

addition has been approved by the FSC Travel Director and Head Trainer.  For more 

information, refer to the specific section below pertaining to adding or dropping 

players.   

*A copy of the team roster must be available at each game for inspection by    

referees.  Indicate on the copied form the player jersey numbers.  

 

10.9  Player Uniforms.  Uniforms are selected by the Fishers Soccer Club Board and are      

supplied by a vendor selected by the FSC Board.  New uniforms are selected 

approximately every 3 years.  Each player must purchase an FSC uniform for a fee which 




